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GUIDELINES FOR FIGURES AND TABLES 
 
FIGURE PREPARATION  
 
Number figures consecutively in a single sequence. All figures must be referred to in order in the text. Where 

possible, results should be discussed in the text and not in the caption, although extended captions may be used to 

describe micrographs or complex figures. Figure captions should be a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a 

description.  

 

Figure Size and Legibility 
 
In general, figures should be sized to single-column width or full-page width. Ensure the labelling on figures will be 

legible. Lettering should be approximately 8 pt in size at final width. Ideally, the figure sizing should be 3-1/2 

inches (or 89 mm) wide, with a resolution of 300 dpi and minimal white space to process the graphics with 

high resolution. 
 

Ensure that curves on multiple plots are clear size, in particular, that any symbols used on graphs can be 

distinguished. Labelling of individual curves may be preferable to keys in these circumstances. 

 

File Formats and Resolution 
 
Authors must use high-resolution, digital files for each figure in the manuscript. Acceptable file formats are TIFF, 

JPEG, and GIF.  

 

Authors should note the following requirements: 

 

• Images should be saved at a resolution of at least 300 dpi for TIFF and JPEG formats and 96 dpi for GIF at 

final size (dpi = dots or pixels per inch). Do not save at the default resolution (72 dpi). 

• Crop unwanted white space from around the figure before sizing. 

• Black and white halftones (photographs) should be supplied as greyscale images. 

• Line drawings or diagrams should be scanned as line art or produced to the appropriate resolution using a 

software drawing package. Ensure lines are a minimum of 0.3 pt in width. 

• Diagrams with shaded or toned areas or line/tone figures should be submitted as greyscale images. 

• Color figures for printing should be provided in CMYK format. 

 

Manipulation of images to enhance, obscure, or remove individual features is not permitted. Adjustment of brightness, 

contrast, or color balance may be applied to the entire image, provided the result does not mislead the viewer. 

Significant digital manipulation of images must be acknowledged in the figure caption. 
 

Author Images 
 
If authors wish to retain copyright of their own images in their article(s), this can be accommodated. Authors wishing 

to retain the copyright of an image should indicate this by adding into the figure caption wording such as “© [Author 

name]” or “Copyright [Author name]”. This will ensure that anyone who may subsequently want to reference the work 

or reuse the image will know who owns the copyright and therefore whom to contact for further permission. 

 

Using Images from Google® 

 

Authors may use Google Maps®/Google Earth® images in articles (where necessary) subject to the guidelines 

published by Google® on its website (www.google.com/permissions/geoguidelines.html). Full acknowledgement must 

be given in the caption.  

http://www.google.com/permissions/geoguidelines.html
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Using Images and Other Content from the Internet 

 

Copyright laws apply to the internet sometimes more rigorously than for other media. Authors must check the terms 

and conditions of the website and/or the copyright disclaimer; if these items are not visible, authors must not assume 

that re-using content is acceptable. 

TABLE PREPARATION 
 

Tables have a title, rather than a caption, positioned above the table and should be placed within the text close to the 

first mention. Tables should not be supplied as image files. The title is prefaced by a table number (e.g., Table 1) and 

is followed by a caption.  
 
Table 1. This is an example of a table and title.  

Column Heading Column Heading 

Displaced volume 1966 cc 

Stroke 154 mm 

Bore 127.5 mm 

Connecting rod 255 mm 

Compression ratio 14.3:1 

Number of valves 4 

Exhaust valve open 34° BBDC @ 0.15 mm lift 

Exhaust valve closed 6° BTDC @ 0.15 mm lift 

Inlet valve open 2° BTDC @ 0.15 mm lift 

 

PERMISSIONS 
 
Written permission must be obtained by the authors to reproduce any illustrations or tables for which the authors do 

not own the copyright. If a figure or table is based on material or data from another source, that source must be 

acknowledged, cited, and credited within the figure caption or table title. See here for a sample permissions form to 

use. Copies of permissions obtained by the author(s) will be required before final acceptance of a manuscript. If an 

author wishes to reuse content (i.e., figures and tables) from his or her own previously published material with SAE, 

the author does not need to request permission from SAE but must include the appropriate permission line for the 

content (e.g., reprinted with permission from Ref. [X]; copyright SAE International) that is being reused. 

SUBMISSIONS 
 

Please submit your article online at Editorial Manager® (EM), which is SAE International’s online manuscript 

submission and peer-review system. Preferred format is MS Word®. Links for submitting to each journal are: 

 

SAE International Journal of: 

 

• Aerospace 

• Commercial Vehicles 

• Connected and Automated Vehicles 

• Electrified Vehicles 

• Engines 

• Fuels and Lubricants 

• Materials and Manufacturing 

• NEW TITLE! Passenger Vehicle Systems (formerly Passenger Cars: Mechanical Systems) 

• NEW! Sustainable Transportation, Energy, Environment, & Policy  

• Transportation Safety 

• Vehicle Dynamics, Stability, and NVH  
 

You will need to register on EM if you have not submitted an article previously or been a peer reviewer. Instructions 

for the online submission system are available to download here after you register or log in.  

  

http://volunteers.sae.org/authors/copyrightpermission.pdf
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejaero
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejcomvehicles
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saeconnautomveh
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejaltpowrtrain
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejrnlengines
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejfuelandlube
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejrnlmatlsmfg
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejpasscarsmech
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saej-steep
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejnltransafety
https://www.editorialmanager.com/saejnlvehiclenvh
https://www.ariessys.com/wp-content/uploads/EM-Author-English.pdf

	GUIDELINES FOR FIGURES AND TABLES
	FIGURE PREPARATION
	Figure Size and Legibility
	File Formats and Resolution
	Author Images
	Using Images from Google®
	Using Images and Other Content from the Internet


	TABLE PREPARATION
	PERMISSIONS
	SUBMISSIONS

